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Today, clouds and sunshine, snow 
showers early morning, high 36. To- 
night, mostly clear, cold, low 21. To- 
morrow, mostly cloudy skies, high 
31. Weather map is on Page B12. 
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LOSS IN ALABAMA 
AGGRAVATES RIFTS 
FOR REPUBLICANS 


DEMOCRATS ARE UPBEAT 


Establishment Wing vs. 
Populists as 18 Races 
Come Into Focus 


By JONATHAN MARTIN 
and ALEXANDER BURNS 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The 
once-unimaginable Republican 
defeat in Alabama’s special Sen- 
ate election on Tuesday tore open 
divisions between the party’s es- 
tablishment and populist wings, 
inciting bitter recriminations in 
the Republican Party as Demo- 
cratic enthusiasm surges — espe- 
cially in the nation’s cities and af- 
fluent suburbs. 

While the accusations of child 
molestation and teenage sexual 
abuse made Roy S. Moore a 
uniquely poor candidate, it was 
not lost on Republicans that Dem- 
ocrats, black and white, had 
flooded to the polls here just over a 
month after voters in Virginia 
overwhelmingly rejected Republi- 
can candidates. 

In Alabama, a state that Donald 
J. Trump won by 28 points last 
year, exit polls showed that as 
many voters disapproved of the 
president as approved of him, an 
ominous sign for Republicans that 


Continued on Page A18 
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Doug Jones, 
whose win was a long shot. 
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Black Voters 
Pushed Back 
Against Past 


Policy Concerns Drove 
Turnout in Alabama 


By RICHARD FAUSSET 
and CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The 
word traveled, urgently and in- 
sistently, along the informal net- 
works of black friends, black fam- 
ily and black co-workers: Vote. 

Joanice Thompson, 68, a retired 
worker at the University of Ala- 
bama at Birmingham, scrolled 
Tuesday through the text mes- 
sages on her phone from relatives 
reminding each other what 
needed to be done. Byron Perkins, 
56, a trial lawyer, said his Face- 
book feed was clogged with pho- 
tos of friends sporting the little “I 
Voted” stickers given out at 
polling places. Casie Baker, 29, a 
bank worker, said her family prod- 
ded and cajoled and hectored each 
other until the voting was done. 

The message was largely re- 
ceived: African-American voters 
played an essential role in electing 
the Democrat, Doug Jones, over 
his scandal-scarred Republican ri- 
val, Roy S. Moore, in a special elec- 
tion on Tuesday for an open Sen- 
ate seat that proved to be one of 
the most shocking upsets in re- 
cent memory. 

They said they were motivated 
by the specific fears that Mr. 
Moore would help President 
Trump cut government aid pro- 
grams, reduce access to health 
care and neglect criminal justice 
reform. But they also voted out of 
a more general concern that the 
country, in the Trump era, was go- 
ing back to a place best left in the 
past. 

“There’s no state in America 
where black people recognize the 
horrors of turning back the clock 
more than the State of Alabama,” 
said Bryan Stevenson, the 
founder of the Equal Justice Ini- 
tiative, which is based in Mont- 
gomery. “There is a conscious- 
ness about this history in the Afri- 
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President Trump said at the White House on Wednesday, “We want to give you, the American people, a giant tax cut for Christmas.” 


Shrugging Off a Big Upset as His Party Panics 


By PETER BAKER 
and MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump does not readily admit 
defeat. Knocked to the mat in 
Alabama with the stunning loss 
of a Senate seat, he got right 

back up on Wednes- 

day and defiantly 
AN ee claimed that he had 
———— known his candidate 

would lose all along. 
He may have been humbled by 
voters, but Mr. Trump does not 
exactly do humble. 

Aides to the temperamental 
president reported being pleas- 
antly surprised that he did not 


rage against the setback in pri- 
vate, as he is wont to do in mo- 
ments of difficulty. But neither 
did he concede a mistake in 
backing the Republican candi- 
date, Roy S. Moore, despite sexu- 
al misconduct allegations, attrib- 
uting the loss to Mr. Moore and 
the national party establishment 
that abandoned him. 

All but ignoring the political 
earthquake in Alabama in public 
appearances on Wednesday, Mr. 
Trump pushed forward with his 
drive for major tax cuts, giving 
little indication that he shared his 
party’s panic about potentially 
worse defeats to come in next 
year’s midterm elections. While 
aides anticipate possible staff 


changes, Mr. Trump showed no 
signs of shifting from the stri- 
dent, base-oriented politics that 
have animated his presidency. 

“I don’t think it’s going to 
affect it,” Mr. Trump said of the 
election’s impact on his agenda 
as he met with Republican law- 
makers writing the final version 
of his tax legislation. “I think 
were doing a lot. This is the 
biggest thing that we’ve worked 
on.” 

Behind the scenes, some ad- 
visers hoped the loss would 
persuade Mr. Trump to stop 
listening to Stephen K. Bannon, 
his former chief strategist who 
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Three Allege 
Music Mogul 
Raped Them 


By JOE COSCARELLI 
and MELENA RYZIK 


In 1995, Drew Dixon was work- 
ing her dream job as an executive 
at Def Jam Recordings, helping to 
oversee a chart-topping album 
and a ubiquitous single by Method 
Man and Mary J. Blige. But as her 
star rose, Ms. Dixon, then 24, was 
spiraling into depression, she 
said, because of prolonged and ag- 
gressive sexual harassment by 
her direct supervisor, Russell Sim- 
mons, the rap mogul and co- 
founder of the label. 

On work calls, he would talk 
graphically about how she 
aroused him. At a staff meeting, 
he asked her to sit on his lap. He 
regularly exposed his erect penis 
to her. Late that year, Mr. Sim- 
mons raped her in his downtown 
Manhattan apartment, Ms. Dixon 
said. She quit Def Jam soon after. 

“I was broken,” she said. 

In recent interviews, four wom- 
en spoke on the record about a 
pattern of violent sexual behavior 
by Mr. Simmons, disclosing inci- 
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By RICK ROJAS 
and KRISTIN HUSSEY 


NEWTOWN, Conn. — Tangible 
reminders of the massacre still 
linger. On the door of the Blue Co- 
lony Diner, next to the quarter 
candy dispensers, a frayed sticker 
clings to the glass. A teddy bear 
with wings cradles a smaller bear, 
alongside a message declaring 
that the town’s “26 Angels” are 
“Always Here, Never Forgotten.” 

Not all the signs of the blood- 
shed that erupted five years ago 
at Sandy Hook Elementary are as 
visible. But they exist — in the fea- 
tures of the new school building, 
like bullet-resistant windows and 
reinforced walls, meant to ease 
the fears of parents still haunted 
by memories of a 20-year-old man 
storming into the old building and 
killing 20 first graders and six 
adults in a spray of gunfire. 

There is also the uncomfortable 
silence that creeps into everyday 
conversations — at soccer games 
and in pediatricians’ offices, 
where doctors wonder if their pa- 
tients’ symptoms stem from 
trauma. The town struggles to fig- 
ure out how to talk about what 
happened. But the community 
quickly developed a shorthand to 
refer toit: “the tragedy,” or “12/14,” 
the date of the anniversary, which 
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Trauma from the shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary on Dec. 14, 2012, lingers in Newtown, Conn. 


is occurring yet again. Some say 
they know it is coming — this 
“season of extra mourning,” as 
one teacher described it — as soon 
as the sun starts setting earlier in 
the fall. 

“It’s still so raw,” said a mother 


whose son and daughter attend el- 
ementary school in town. 

“Were all just holding our 
breath,” she added, declining to be 
identified out of concern about of- 
fending relatives of the victims. 
“We don’t know what to do.” 


In the five years since the shoot- 
ing, which transformed a fairly 
anonymous Connecticut town into 
a buzzword in the caustic national 
debate on gun violence, armed 
men have killed people at a night- 
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Deal Clears Way for 
Vote Next Week 


This article is by Jim Tankersley, 
Thomas Kaplan and Alan Rappe- 
port. 


WASHINGTON — The day af- 
ter suffering a political blow in the 
Alabama special Senate election, 
congressional Republicans sped 
forward with the most sweeping 
tax rewrite in decades, announc- 
ing an agreement on a final bill 
that would cut taxes for busi- 
nesses and individuals and signal 
the party’s first major legislative 
achievement since assuming poli- 
tical control this year. 

Party leaders in the House and 
Senate agreed in principle to 
bridge the yawning gaps between 
their competing versions of the 
$1.5 trillion tax bill, keeping Re- 
publicans on track for final votes 
next week with the aim of deliver- 
ing a bill to President Trump’s 
desk by Christmas. The House 
and Senate versions of the tax bill 
started from the same core princi- 
ples — sharply cutting taxes on 
businesses, while reducing rates 
and eliminating some breaks for 
individuals — but diverged on 
several crucial details. 

In the end, more of the Senate 
bill appeared to be included in the 
final version, though lawmakers 
continued to make significant 
changes from the legislation that 
passed either the House or the 
Senate. 

The changes included a slightly 
higher corporate tax rate of 21 per- 
cent, rather than the 20 percent in 
the legislation that passed both 
chambers, and a lower top individ- 
ual tax rate of 37 percent for the 
wealthiest Americans, who cur- 
rently pay 39.6 percent. But the 
bill will still scale back some popu- 
lar tax breaks, including the state 
and local tax deduction and the 
deductibility of mortgage interest. 

In a break from the House bill, 
the agreement would allow tax- 
payers to continue to deduct high 
out-of-pocket medical expenses, 
and it would retain a provision al- 
lowing graduate students who re- 
ceive tuition stipends to avoid 
paying taxes on that benefit. Also 
included in the consensus bill is 
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NATIONAL A12-20 


In Defense of Special Counsel 


The man who appointed the special 


counsel investigating possible ties 
between the Trump campaign and 


Russia faced a withering attack from 
PAGE A17 


Republicans. 


Fires’ Toll on Agriculture 


SPORTSTHURSDAY BII-15 
A Scourge Cycling Cant Shake 


Chris Froome, a four-time Tour de 
France winner, failed a drug test. But 
it’s hard to be surprised to hear that a 
top cyclist has been using a banned 
substance, Juliet Macur writes. PAGE BI 


ARTS C1-10 


Pan YOU 


| ADORE GRAFF 
DIAMONDS!!! 


DARLING, 


The largest of the wildfires still burning 
across Southern California has dam- 
aged several orchards in the biggest 
lemon- and avocado-producing area of 
the United States. PAGE A12 


BUSINESS DAY B1-10 
Faster Pay for Walmart Workers 


The retailer is giving its 1.4 million 
workers early access to part of their 
paychecks. Critics say the company and 
others in the retail and service indus- 
tries should also raise wages. PAGE Bl 


Fed’s Forecast on Tax Bill 


After the Federal Reserve announced a 
small interest rate increase, it predicted 
modest economic growth without infla- 
tion for the next few years given the tax 
proposal before Congress. PAGE Bl 


INTERNATIONAL A4-11 


Firing Up the Ovens in Naples 
The acclaimed pizza makers of Naples 
were included by Unesco on its list of 
world cultural landmarks, throwing the 
Italian city into a frenzy. PAGE A8 


Veto Power Over Brexit 


Britain’s Parliament voted narrowly to 
demand a decisive say over the coun- 
try’s Brexit withdrawal, in a defeat for 
Prime Minister Theresa May. PAGE A6 


THURSDAY STYLES D1-12 
When Humans Need Not Apply 


Robot-doctors, robot-lawyers, even 
robot-movie stars may be on the horizon. 
So what jobs will be left for our children 
in the not-so-distant future? PAGE D1 


Analyzing Literary Thank-Yous 


When authors acknowledge all those 
who helped them complete a book, 
truths about family, struggle, pride and 
terror manage to seep out. PAGE Cl 


At Awards Show, Women First 


Championing actresses and giving a 
nod to #MeToo, the Screen Actors Guild 
will have only female presenters hand 


out its awards. PAGE Cl 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31 
Gail Collins PAGE A31 


